
Thinking Community Art 1969 to Now 
 
A day conference on contemporary 
community art. 
 
 
Saturday 14th September 2019, 10 - 4pm with exhibition till 5pm, Tickets £5.00. 
 
 
The Museum of Bath at Work, first - floor gallery, Julian Road, Bath, BA1 2RH 
    
 

 
 
 
This one-day conference takes as its subject the status of community art since 1969 as a 
complex and dynamic practice. Bringing together artists, curators, and community partners 
the conference will explore community art as a significant practice in its own right, beyond 
notions of the sense of being in any way outmoded. We will ask how we as practitioners 
avoid being seduced into providing elements of cut price social control and realise 
community art’s fullest potential in the words of François Matarasso as, 'a powerful, 
emancipatory and democratic resource with which we can respond to change and imagine 
better futures?'  
 
Through a series of short artist presentations and roundtable discussions, speakers will 
address a range of processes, approaches and themes in contemporary community arts and 
art as social practice. No longer constrained to physical locations as its sole support 
community art now belongs as much to the digital realm as it does to the community spaces, 
placing established notions of the sense of participatory practices under productive 
pressure. Bringing together leading practitioners, artists, curators and community partners, 
our conversations over the course of the day will range widely to include issues of project 
concept and development, the environmental, the precarious and provisional, and the 
durational nature of community art engagement. 
 
 
 
Programme 
 
10am – Welcome and Tea/Coffee in the first - floor gallery at The Museum of Bath At Work. 



10.30 – 1pm - Session 1 
 
Introduction: Stuart Burroughs, The Director, The Museum of Bath at Work, and Phil 
Shepherd BAW History Group. 
 
Bath Arts Workshop recalled and assessed by some of its members. 
 
Maggie Pinhorn on Alternative Arts and ‘Tunde’s Film’. 
 
Kim Wide on Take A Part and Thinking Community Art Now. 
 
Roundtable Discussion 1: BAW Members, Maggie Pinhorn, Kim Wide, Q&A. 
 
1pm – 2pm – Lunch – Lunch is not provided at this event – there are cafes nearby and a 
convenience store - enjoy tea/ coffee/ soft drinks at the Museum and an opportunity to 
immerse yourself in the archive area of the exhibition of Brilliant or Bonkers? Counterculture 
in 70’s Bath. 
 
2pm-3.30 – Session 2 
 
Roundtable Discussion 2: François Matarasso in conversation with Bath Arts Workshop 
and speakers, Q&A. 
 
3.30 – Tea break. 
 
4-5pm – Viewing of the exhibition and films, Brilliant or Bonkers? Counterculture in 70’s 
Bath. 
 
5pm Close of the day. 
 
If you'd like to book a place at the conference please contact Stuart Burroughs at the 
Museum of Bath at Work on 01225 318348 or mobaw@hotmail.com to reserve a place.  
 
 
 
 
 
Speaker Biographies and Notes 
 
 
 
 
Stuart Burroughs 
 
Stuart Burroughs has been the Director of the Museum of Bath at Work – the city’s Museum 
of people’s history –since 1992. An enthusiast for community involvement Stuart has 
encouraged museum users (and non-users!) to assist in the creating exhibitions and 
determining the content and format of such displays. The Brilliant or Bonkers? exhibition 
combines the museum’s interest in the pioneering work in community energy and alternative 
lifestyle by the Bath Arts Workshop, with a wider concern with Bath’s recent social history.  
 
http://www.bath-at-work.org.uk/about/ 
 
 
 



François Matarasso 
 
Francois Matarasso is a community arts worker, writer and researcher based in the UK. 
Between 1979 and 1994, he worked in with people in estates, towns, hospitals, institutions 
and prisons. As his interest in the ideas behind this work grew, he became involved with 
research and its implications. From 1994 – 2003 he undertook a series of studies of arts and 
culture, often with Comedia, Including Use or Ornament? (1997) and ending with  
Only Connect (2004). At the same time, he continued to work on community art projects in 
and beyond Europe - 
 
https://arestlessart.com/home/francois-matarasso/ 
 
Kim Wide 
 
Kim Wide is Founder, CEO and Artistic Director of Take A Part CIC. Skilled in engaging 
audiences, increasing access to arts and culture, developing social enterprises and 
community-led regeneration processes, Kim works nationally and internationally to engage 
people with organisations and projects in sustainable, relevant and risk-taking ways.  
 
Via Take A Part, Kim has established an innovative and award winning co-commissioning 
curatorial process developed and managed by communities as an act of civic governance. 
She has applied her models of working to found Take A Part Carlow (ROI) and We Create 
(Cheltenham).  
 
She is the founder of Social Making - the UK's only biennial symposium on socially engaged 
practice (Presenters have included Assemble, Mammalian Diving Reflex, Situations, 
HomeBaked, Rommi Smith, Heart of Glass, Dreadnought, Tom Marshman –  
 
http://www.effordtakeapart.org.uk/social-making/).  
 
Maggie Pinhorn  
 
Maggi Pinhorn is Director of Alternative Arts which is a highly experienced arts organisation 
that has successfully helped regenerate major areas of London through the arts and advised 
other projects around the country with a serious knowledge of production management. 
Events & exhibitions created give real opportunities to new artists. Use our imagination and 
find out what is possible to achieve - 
  
 E: info@alternativearts.co.uk 
 
www.alternativearts.co.uk/ 
 
Bath Arts Workshop History Group 
 
Bath Arts Workshop is now the home of Natural Theatre Company as BAW changed its 
range of activities at the end of 1979, hence the exhibition, forthcoming book and 
programme of events are being organised by BAW History Group – members of the group 
will contribute to the conversation at this event recalling and assessing the multi- faceted 
activities running between 1969-1979 and their legacy - 
 
Instagram @bawhistory  
Wordpress – brilliantorbonkers.home.blog 


